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“Holistic Education: A Gandhian Perspective”  a new book
authored by Fr. Dr. P. S. Varghese, Principal of MGM College,
Dimapur was released at the Diocesan headquarters at Bhilai,
Chatisgargh, by Dr Joseph Mar Dionysius on 14/7/2022.
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Philosophy
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Strive to enter in through the narrow door"/ Agonizsthe (GK)

Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control



Diocese of Madras of Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church nomi-
nated Fr. M. P. Jacob, John Punnose, Jacob Tharakan
Vadakkedathu and Mathew D to the Managing Committee Elec-
tion of Malankara Syrian Christian Association.

Fr. Thomas Issac (Sam
Achen) took charge as
the Madras Diocesan
Secretary at Aramana
office today.

Madras Diocesan Assembly held on 6th July 2022 at
Vinayagapuram Aramana Chapel elected Fr. Thomas Issac as Di-
ocesan Secretary and Fr. Shinu Thomas, Fr. Pradeep Ponnachan,
K. J. Baby (Chennai Region), A. P.  Jose (Coimbatore Region), C.
M. Roy (Andamans Region), and Vino Kurian (East Asia Region)
as the Diocesan Council Members for the year 2022-27.
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Roads less travelled always leads to inventions and discovery. Roads
already existing is roads which most of us choose as it is easy and we know
what lies ahead of it. Taking new roads leads to path breaking discovery
and new theories. In the poem ‘The Road Not Taken’ by Robert Frost says
about the difference the life had because of choosing the roads not taken.

“I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.”

Today’s Scriptural reading leads our thoughts to Christ instructions to
choose a different way so that our destination is ‘Kingdom of God’

The Narrow Door

“Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he
made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few
people going to be saved?” He said to them, “Make every effort to
enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to
enter and will not be able to”. St. Luke 13:22-24.

Make every effort to enter through the narrow door or in other words it
means strive to enter through the narrow door. Here we see that there is
something to be done from our end. We have to do all things possible to
enter, and it’s not through anywhere but through the narrow door. This sets
a realistic goal to achieve, we need to run the race so that we can enter into
the narrow door.  Christ also says many will try but will not succeed, as
they would give up in between or choose the other way thinking all roads
lead to Rome. Here there is a call for persistence in our dealings with life to
have an aim and goal to be realized.

Here we know the choice of life is very important, we can see life in
two angles- life as a Pilgrimage and life as a tourist.  There is a huge
difference to see life from these two lenses. When we look at a tourist and
the pilgrim both are on a journey. When a tourist is satisfying the physical
senses, a pilgrim is in the quest for truth and the meaning of life.

A tourist can get tired and give up their journey while a pilgrim journey
is for the satisfaction of soul and will keep going even if the journey seems
to be difficult. Every move a pilgrim makes is with holiness, while a tourist
is often trying to capture the moments into their camera memory. A tourist
compares his/her journey with the past journeys and try to grade them
while a pilgrim has a sense of blessedness for visiting more and more places.
Most individuals in life are just tourists without even being aware of it. Only
a few make their life a pilgrimage. Sometimes a tourist and pilgrim travels
to the same place and get different results of actualization.

The way to be travelled is the Way through Christ as Jesus says in St.
John 14:6 “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”

We also sing about this Narrow door in the morning Prayers of Sleeba
Namaskaram Qolo

(Raajyattin Vathil- Cherriyathumaa Margham…)

“How narrow the door- and straight the path,

His Instruction for Salvation
St. Luke 13:22-35

Fr Nithin V Rajan

Church Calendar



Needs restraint and discipline.
He who relaxes his guard
Is drawn to the path of sin
By his will- he will lose his soul”

 The Great Eschatological Banquet

“People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take
their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.  Indeed there are those who
are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” St. Luke 13:29-30.

Jesus Christ here sets the picture of the final banquet. The feast in the
Kingdom of God will be not for a particular tribe or people, as we see that
Jesus says that there will be people from all corners of the world. This
shows a universal salvation and not just for a few. Everyone who chose the
way to the narrow road will be able to be part of the final banquet. It is a
great day of the finals where there will be joy in one place and weeping and
sorrow in the other as we see in St. Luke 13:28 “There will be weeping
there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown
out.”

Let us prepare ourselves as the day and hour is not known. We may
think we are worthy of the final banquet. Are we? Is a question we need to
ask ourselves? We need to analyze our life and correct ourselves when and
where needed so that we wouldn’t inherit Gehenna.  The parable of the
Rich man and Lazarus in the Scripture throws light to this kind of attitude of
life. The Rich man didn’t hurt Lazarus in any way but the ‘Sin of omission’
lead the rich man to Gehenna.

Lamentation over Jerusalem

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those
sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together,
as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.
Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me
again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”
Luke 13:34-35.

Here we see Jesus weeping over his own people who is not ready to be
corrected. There is a pressure given when the word is repeated twice
“Jerusalem.. Jerusalem..  Here we see a sad observation, “... but you were
not willing!” We’re now back to the Parable of the Narrow Door. The door
was open, and they could have entered, but didn’t care enough. We see the
love of the creator who doesn’t want to lose even a single sheep. The love
which made him descend from heaven to earth. His longing for the creation
is very clear and doesn’t want to lose them and wants to see everyone in
the heavenly banquet.

The time is nearing, let us gird our lives and be ready. The door is open
now, once it is closed we cannot open it again. Let us ponder over our life
and try our ways to be a life of a pilgrimage.  As the proverbs says “Make
hay while there is sunshine”. Let us make ourselves prepared so that we
will hear the welcome note of welcome to the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ than
the harsh words of ‘depart I do not know you ‘Amen.

 Which leads to the kingdom.
He who wants to follow it,
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Malankara Association Managing Committee Members from
Ahemedabad Diocese. Philipose Rambaan, Saji Abraham, Sunil Tho-
mas, Adv. Abraham Mathew.
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Malankara Association Managing Committee Members from
Bombay Diocese. Fr.Jacob Koshy, Fr. Jacob Thomas, M. C. Sunny,
Alex Varghese, Biju Samuel, Varghese Daniel.
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